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Raytown, MO 64133 
August 13, 1987 


Jean Strickland 
P.O. Box 5147 
Moss Point, MS 39563 


Dear Jean: 


Haven't forgotten you - was getting ready to go to LA when I first wrote 

to you and have been able to get the Arrington family information together. 

I have added a second page containing notes regarding sources for information 
and explanations, when needed. Don't hesitate to ask questions if you aren't 
sure about any of this. 


Am working on the Cooley families - there are so many of them who stayed in 
Wayne County. Will try to get them finished this week-end. 


Also, did you need anything on the Merrills? One of the Cooley daughters 
married Abel Merrill. Will include information on this family with the 
Cooley stuff. 


Was very surprised about Arthur Arrington will. There are about 15 people 
I know.of who have been working on the Cooley/Arrington lines and none of us 
have ever found anything regarding a will. Many, many thanks!!! 


I'm not sure if I mentioned how I am connected with these families. I ama 
direct descendant of Little Berry Cooley and Lavinia Arrington. I have enough 
data to do a book - and that is my goal. Everytime I think I have hit the 

end of the road, someone else comes along with additional information. Which 
is really great, but somewhere, sometime I have to get started. Your offer 
for help from your other publications is really appreciated. I may call on 
you later on to look for stuff. 


Are any of your books still available? Also, what are the prices? Am 
interested in the Wayne County one and are you planning on a Clarke County 


book? Have lots of data on some of the people there. 


Well, better close so I can get this in the mail. Will send the rest as soon 
as I can, 


Sincerely, 
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_Husband's Full Name_ Ezekiel "Zeke" Arrington 


dusband’ Dey Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country 


“FAMILY GROUP No. 


This Information Obtained From: Add: Infa, on Hustand 


Family Members: Bicth 1857 MS 
. Chr’nd ; ; : 
pessiot @eaton) vers +87. PASCAGCIATHBRARY 
—“SENEALOGTCOLtre TLECTION 


Gordie (Deaton) Hays 


Burial 
Places of Residence 


Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 


Other wives, Uf any. No. (1 ) ete, 
Make separate shéct for cach mar. 


His Father Ezekiel Arrin, n Mother’s Maiden Name Sarah Ann 


Francis Bounds 


Wife's Full Maiden Name _ Nancy Amanda Bounds 


wife’ 
ona . Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country, Add. Info. on Whe 


Birth | 8 Apr 186¢ Jasper MS 


TX hoid Feve2 


543 by The Everton Peblishers,ing., P.O. Bee $08, Lagan 
HE GERLALOGICAL KELPER. Send fur aires cotaloges 


with lista and full Sescriptions af many gonesingical sida, 


Buria Meadows Cems, Jacksonville, TX 


Places of Residence 


Compiler bey Tet nor 


3 Addresgn ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
iE City, State. eye RE aman lary MAND = 
Date 1 Jer FatherJohn Chapman Bounds Mother’s Maiden Name Mary C. Donald 


cal eataeaaies e ace eee Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add, Info. on Children 
: are 1876 Jasper MS 
Louetta Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* x IDeath 
Deaton \IBurial 


Arminta 


ee \ | a een See ee oe 
HOovee Noire ic se ye eT 


Sylverster Nelson 


Full Name of Spouse® - 5 D 950 erokee TX. 
Alice McBee Francis \[puriail | 
14 Birth 23 May 188 Jasper MS ; 
W. Frazier Mar. 
Pull Name/ol Spouse’ ; Death RO Mar 1964 
M. Mattie Burial 
M15 Birth Jan 1883 Jasper MS — 
John E. “Little John" Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* (Death 
Vera Burial 
N [Birth 
Millard Awe Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse® [Death 
Flannie \ pest 


7 Birth 
: Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 


Burial 


Birth 


ar. 


* . . 
Full Name of Spouse | x Death 
, Burial 


Birth 
Mar. 


Full Name of Spouse* eath 


Burial 
10 Birth 


ar. 


Full Name of Spouse* IDeath 
Burial 


“FAMILY GROUP No. 


Husband's Full NameSylvester Nelson "Vess" Arrington Arringtex 


This Information Obtained From: 


— 
Husband’ 
Data 


Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. 


State or Country 


Add. Info. on obs 


Francis Bounds Bicth |18 Sep 188 Jasper Ros 
Shreveport, LA Chr’nd}]. Soft te, Or AS 
Mar. | 12 JUNE {89 Cherokee Tx a 
Death [£5 Dec 19] Carey x Ioe 
Burial OLS 
sy 
Places of Residence. QS 
Occupation Church Affilation Military Ree. 


Other wives, if any. No. (1) (2) etc. 
(Make separate shéet for each mar. 


His Father Hzekiel Arrington 


Mother’s Maiden Name Nancy Amanda Bounds 


Wife's Full Maiden Name 


Alice Lee McBee Francis 


Day Month Year City, Town or Place 


County or Province, etc. 


State or Country Add. Info. on Wife 


Birth |12 Jan 1866 Cherokee TX 
Chr’nd) 
Death | 16 Mar 1947 Jacksonville TX 


Buria 


Providence Cem., Dialville, TX 


ors ef THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER, Send ler etree catalogue 


Places of Residence 


Compil@etty E, Moreno 


ta and full descriptions of many genealogical sida. 


Form Al Copyright 1883 ey The Everton Publtoners.ine., P.O. Bex $06, Lagan, 


i 
é 
3 


with Hh 


City, SBrertown, MO 


Addres9005 East 74 TerracelOccupation if other than Housewife 


Church Affiliation 


Renee fusands eared se dt nah 


pate 10/7/77 


Her Father Jesse McBee 


Mother’s Maiden Name 


Gynthia E. Bush 


Sex peseibetirtan ii . sony jouer Day Month Year | City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country | Add. Info. on Children 
M1 Birth 

Wilburn Franklin Mar. 

Full Name of Spouse* Ne Death 

Susie Trotter Burial 
Mio i 


Walter Curtis 


Elsie Dee .. 


Thelma Louise 


Full Name of Spouse* \ De 
Full Name of Spouse* 
Franklin Lee Baker \ 


Ban Angelo 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Full Name of Spouse* 


—J 


* Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse® 


\ Death 
Burial 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Birth 


Mar. 


Death 


Burial 


10 


Birth 


ar. 


Full Name of Spouse* 


\ pest 
Burial 


FAMILY GROUP No. Husband's Full Name Burrell Arrington ?rringtoy Ut 


This Information Obtained From: 
‘Francis Bounds, 
Shreveport, LA 


qustand’s Dey Month Year | City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country | Add. tafe. on Hust 
Birth [L7 Dec 1817 PASCAGOUIA LIBRARY 
Che’nd ; SENEALOGY [COLLECTION 
Mar. : 

Death 23 Dec 1892 , Wayne MS 

Burial ld Arrington Cem., Near Beat 4 Schoo 


Places of Residence 


Velma Speights 


i Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
7 ine soeeaa daa Nes Ohare 
is His Father Arthur Arrington Mother’s Maiden Name Milly Ann 
ne 
tt Wife's Full Maiden Name_ Cynthia McCarty 
it Wiles Day Month Year Clty, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add, Info. on Wife 
Hk Bicth | 3 Mar 1830 MS 
it Chr’nd - . 
ni Death | 8 Apr 1893 Wayne MS 
Ei Buria Old Arrington Cem., Near Beat 4 Scho 
We Comper ty E-Morens Places of Residence 
<2: Addregy y ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation - 
i City, € Hatem 7H TEPTACE [plier husbands yi any, No; MC ee : 
Date iPS; fis “64153 er Father Michael McCarty Mother’s Maiden Name Maria Hailes’ . 

Sex Fae ae pon ee Day Month Year — | City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Countey | Add. Info. on Chile 
M [1 Birth 30 May 1849 MS 

Michael Arthur Mar. 

Dae aaa \ pest 19 Feb 1862 Jasper MS 

Burial 


Nov 1869 
Burrell, Jnr. Mar 
Full Name of Spouse* | Death 
Burial 
i sae Birth 1870 
Bob = ; Mar. fil Mar 1889 
Full Name of Spouse* (Death 1948 
Patsy Arrington Burial 
Birth L3 May 1872 
: Forest Henry Marr. (2) Sallie E. Sellars 2 Dec 1907 
AY Full Name of Spouse* \ pet 3 Dec 1933 
(1) Eliza Le Burial 
Vee Birth _ 
Mar ; 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
Burial 
8 Birth 
: ar. 
Full Name of Spouse* : eath ‘ 
BS: ucial 
9 IBirth 
Mar. 
i Full Name of Spouse* Death 
Burial 
10 Birth 


ar. 


Full Name of Spouse* IDeath 
Burial 


FAMILY GROUP No. 


This Information Obtained From; 


Husband's Full Name Thomas Arrington prerevou La, 


lustand" Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country, Add. Info on Hustand 


Francis Bounds 


Birth | 30 Mar 


PASCAGIOULA- HBRARY 


12 
7 


Shreveport, IA 


ale Tat 


Chey GENEALOGY COLLECTION: 


Places of Residence 


Occupation Military Rec. 


Church Affiliation 
Other wives, Uf any. No. (1) ?) ttc. 
Cc 


Make separate shéet for each mar. (1) 


(2) Tempe Merrell 


His Father Axthur Arrington Mother's Maiden Name Milly Ann 


Wife's Full Maiden Name __ Tempe Merrell 


Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State oc Country Add. Info. on Wife 


MS 


Buria 


Ceapiler E, Moreno 


Places of Residence 


A@@CSs Fast 74 Tarrace 


ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 


Form Al. Copyright 1663 ky The Cretton Publishers, Inc., P.O. Bee ft, Logan, 
Uter Pubitaneee of THE CLENEALOGICAL HELPER. Send fer t [row catalogue 


HIN Liste and full descriptions of many Cenealogicnl aide, 


Cikysstaten 
Date 10 2/72 


WO 64153 


eer dusbands weet No; U2) ees 


der Father Abel Merrell Mother’s Maiden Name Eliza Cooley 


dren's N in Full Children’ : 
Sex aaa tee of birth) Ee ae Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, et¢. State or Country Add. Info. on Childres 
ai Birth [8 July 1841 NS 
James Thomas Mar. 
a 
Full Name of Spous Death 


William 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Tobe Voss 


Burialf 


5 | Birth P3 Jan 1847) 
Malisa Ann Malvina ae 
Full Name of Spouse* 
ey | Clarke MS 
\ Berry Calvin i 
\ Full Name of Spouse* 7 
: Sarah Jane Leggett 
re Clarke MS 
ms Ann 
\ Full Name of Spouse* 
. Lou Patrick 
F 
7 Arrenetta 
a Full Name of Spouse* 
© | George Leggett 
F IT. 
Alice 
Full Name of Spouse? Death 
Burial 
F Birth 
ar. 
mu Name of Spouse* \E eath 
Burial 
9 Birth 
Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse® eath 
Burial 
i0 Birth | 2 —— s as ; 
are 


Full Name of Spouse* 


_ 


Death 
Burial 


ton |. 


Add, Info. oa Hust 


FAMILY GROUP No. Husband's Full Name Ezekiel Arrington erin 


ats Dey Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country 


Birth | 1 Mar 1814 SG 


This Information Obtained From: 
Francis Bounds 
Shreveport, LA 


ie ee 


Mar. . 
Death | 12 Aug 18 MS 


{Burial 
Places of Residence 


+ 


Cemetary Records 


u Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
it pier wives, Uy. Ne (1) Ad line (2) Sarah Ann (3) M. Watson 
ae His Father Arthur Arrington Mother’s Maiden Name Milly Ann 
ah | er 
ik; dgend : Sarah Ann 
oH Wife's Full Maiden Name sy 
it nie , Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. Stare or Country Add, Info. on Wife 
z2 
iil Birth 1829 
i Chr’nd ; 
ri Death | 29 May 1856 
ta Buria 
ite CompilePe tty E, Moreno Places of Residence 
ait Address? 005 East 74 Terran Occupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
fs: City, Seay tom, MO 64135 _ [RARE susan mated MLS 
Date 77 Her Father’ Mother’s Maiden Name 
Sex bao bio fiat be 4 ie | Seen Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country ' Add. Info. on Child 
M il Birth 1845 
Arthur ar. = 
Full Name of Spouse* EN Death 
Burial 
: ee rs ee 
IM fie en eaten een etn ee eee 
William Janes ee ee ee 
Full-Name; eh Spouses: \ Calcasieu Par. LA 
Sillesteen Alston i 
M 


Ezekiel C. 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Nancy Amanda Bounds 


Full Name of Spouse* 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
Burial 
va Birth 


Full Name of Salad Death 


Mar. 


cv 
Full Name of Spouse* ~ Death ; 
Burial a 
C : y 


Full Name of Spouse® 


10 


ar. 


IDeath 
Burial 


Full Name of Spouse® 


"FAMILY GROUP No. 


Husband's Full Name Ezekiel Arrington A eringtoy! 


This Information Obtained From: A eat Dey Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Husti 
Birth 183 Clarke MS /4- 
Chr’nd 
Mar. PASCAGOULA TIBRAR™ 
Death GENEALWGY COTLECTIC 
“ Burial 
: Places of Residence 
it Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
ee Other wives, ff any. No. (1) (2) ete. 
2 r Make separate sheet for cach mar. 
ne ONMother’s Maiden Name Sarah McCarty 
nF 
ee: Wife's Full Maiden Name Talitha Bounds 
ade nae . Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add, Info, on Wife 
fa} ‘ 
He Birth 1837 MS 
Feu Chr’nd 
roi eath 
gut 
ged Buria 
#2 CompilBetty E, Moreno_ Places of Residence 
2 Addres9005 Bast 74 Perrace/Occupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
{22 City, Stayton, MO 64133 Po oy aa ae hal z ; 
Date 10/6/77 er Father William C. Bounds Mother’s Maiden Name Arminte Chapman 
Sex fey rea ener Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add, Info. on Child 
F iy Birth 1857 MS 
Arminte Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* \ Death 
Burial 
M /2 


William 


Ezekt Se 


Full Name of Spouse* \ D 


. Mollie 
Full Name of Spouse* 
M5 
Orange As : Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* [Death 
, Burial 
; Birth ‘1874 Angeli wes 
Perry B..: Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse® \. Death 
Burial 
" y Birth 
‘ Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
: Burial 
8 Birth 
; ar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
: \p urial 
a Birth 
Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
Burial 
10 Birth eka 
ar. __ 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
\ Burial 


“FAMILY GROUP No. 


This Information Obtained From: 


Husband's Full Name Sterling Arrington jee i 


qusband: Dey Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country 


Add. Info, on Husband 


Birth Clarke MS 

Chr'nd ‘BASCAG@MULA LIBRARY 
Mar. ? CENEALOGY COLLECTION 
Death 

Burial 

Places of Residence 

Occupation Church Affillation Military Rec. 


Other wives, If any. No. (1) (2) etc. 
Make separate sheet for each mar. 


His Father Wiliiam James Arringtaysther’s Maiden Name Sarah McCarty 


Wife's Full Maiden Name Nancy 


Dat Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Wife” ” 


Birth MS 


Form Al. Cepyrigh 1862 ey The Cverion Pybilehere.Inc., PO Bee bet, Legon, 
Uleh. Publishers of THE GEREALOGICAL HELPER. Sond fer e free ceigiogee 


with Lote and full deecripiions of many genesiogicnl aids. 


Buria 
Compibetty FE, Morano Places of Residence 
Addre9905 Hast 74 ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
City, Raetown, MO 64133 __ [Make Seppe unearth ee 
Date 10 77 Her Father Mother’s Maiden Name’ 
Sex Hae ate . ee ‘ees Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country [ Add. Info. on Childre 
F Birth 16 July 1860 Clarke MS 
Addie Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* x Death (LO May 1881 Angelina TX 
Burial 


Emmi e 


Full Name of Spouse* \. 


ow IO 
~ fo ip 
y |p 
es 
op 
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ER > 2 
oo 

is es 
ON O ON 
= nN 


Laura. ! 
oe « eath 
: Burial 
; , aa B Clarke MS 
Milly. Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse*. Death 
Burial 
Fo — Birth 1066 SiEee = 
Bessie — Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse*- Death 
— Burial 
aa ae Birth | 20 May 1870 Angelina = 
Sterling Carter Mar. 
eat Name of Spouse? aN: eath 25) Aug 1873 
| Burial 
rh ae {873 Angelina TX 
Mary Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse® Death 
; Burial 
8 Birth 1875 puget oe om 
James ar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
x Burial 
aT we 5 Angelina IX 
Florence Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse® Death 
Burial 
10 Birth 
Mar. 


Full Name of Spouse* 


(Neath 
Burial 


FAMILY GROUP No. Husband's Full Name Arthur Arrington PRE ingly [é 


This Information Obtained From: us band: S Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info, on Hust 

Birth Clarke MS wore 
Chr'nd , SASTAGOUTA LIBRA 
Mar. | : GENEALOGY COLT reeHS 
Death 

) Burial 
Places of Residence 

Hi Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 

oe Other wives, if any. No. (1) (2) ete. 

23 [Make separate shéet for each mar. 

a His FatherWilliam James ArringtonMmother’s Maiden NameSarah Wotanty 

SE C1 

ih; nee . ea 

re Wife's Full Maiden Name sos 

ide pee : Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, ete. State or Country Add, Info. on Wife 

fa 

rf Birth L854 TX 

is Chr’nd 

rod IDeath 

gut 

Zoi Buria 

E:z CompileBetty EH. Moreno . [Places of Residence 

aa Address9005 Hast 74 Terrac4occupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 

{32 City, StRaytown, MO 64155 _ [ine Rptaneuneart Vedios AG) ete 

Date ChIL er Father ‘Mother's Maiden Name 
Sex Oe acce arn | ad Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info.'on Child 
M {i Birth 1875 Angelina TX 


Berry 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Albert 


Full Name of Spouse* \ 


Full Name of Spouse* 


| 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Full Name of Spouse® 


Full Name of Spouse* Death : 
Burial 


“FAMILY GROUP No. 


Husband's Full Name Larkin Arrington 


TH Fring Tod 


If: 


This Information Obtained From: Dey Month Year 


County or Province, etc. State or Country 


City, Town or Place Add. Info. on Husbar 


ata 

Birth Clarke KS Sad 

Chr’nd : PON tA UIBRARY 
SENEALODT COLLECTION 


Burial 


Places of Residence 


Occupation 


Church Affiliation Military Rec. 


Other wives, {f any. No. (1) (2) etc. 
Make separate sheet for each mar. 


His FatherWilliam James Arringtonmother’s Maiden Name Sarah 


Wife's Full Maiden Name 


HeGarty. 


Nancy 


Day Month Year 


City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Wife 


1858 


TX 


Buria 


Compil Places of Residence 


ccupation if other than Housewife 


Church Affiliation 


er husbands, If an 
@ separate Sheet 


Re 


Form Al, Copyright 1643 wy The Lverton Publishers,inc., F.O Bes $40, Lagan, 
Uten Pwbiianers of THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER, Send fer a free exisiogee 


with Huta and full deacriptions of many genealogicnl sige, 


Comp §005—Ba: 
Addres 
City, state bows HO GttoS 


Ye Nos AAR) ete= 


10/7/70 


Mother’s Maiden Name 


Date er Father se 
dren’s N in Full | hildren‘ Be 
Sex Ceaece a actos of birth) ats ee Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, e€G. State or Country | Add. Info. on Childe 
Fi Birth 1878 Angelina TK 
Mary Mar. 
e 
Full Name of Spous Death 
Burial 
F {2 Angelina , TX 


Minna 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name af Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Full Name of Spouse* 


Birth 


ar. 


Full Name of Spouse* Death 


\ 


Burial 
Birth 


Mar. 


{ ry 
Full Name of Spouse Death 


Burial 


10 Birth 


are 


Full Name of Spouse* Death 


Burial 


A 


f 


FAMILY GROUP No. Husband's Full Name Ezekiel Arrington Arvingtov) (8. 


disband’ Dey Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info, on Hust 


Birth | L Mar 181 


This Information Obtained From: 
Bible belonging to a 
granddaughter of Nelson 
Merrell obtained by 
Velma Speights, niece 
of Nelson Merrell. 


Mar. [14 Jan 1 
Death |12 Aug 1864 
Burial 


Places of Residence 
Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 


i} 
qa - 
zt Diner saves, any. Ne WV er4) Adline (2) Sarah Ann (3)_M. Watson 
ue His Father Axthur Arrington Mother’s Maiden NameMilly Ann 
RF Adlti 
pg - . ne 
igs Wife's Full Maiden Name 
bit Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info, on Wite 
tat : 
tae 
333 
iss fc: im 
ae 9 May 1848 : 
ted Compile tty BE, 4 Places of Residence 
aa Addres# 005 Fast 74 Torree ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
fiz City, sev town, MO 64: RE PSPS ghee Teen 
Date 10/6/77 Her Father Mother’s Maiden Name 
Sex eee ance rs hae oe alae Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. Sute or Country (Add. Info..on Child 
Fly Birth | 8 Mar 1848 
Nancy Adline Mar. 


. ad 
Full Name of Spous Death 


Nelson Cooley Merrel A\(purial 


Full Name of Spouse* 


3) 
Full Name af Spouse* 
Full Name of Spouse® 
7 
Full Name of Spouse* 
8 
: are 
Be . 
Full Name of Spouse ‘ Death 
Burial 
Mar. = 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 
Burial 
10 Birth 


are 


Full Name of Spouse® Death _ 
Burial 


4 / s ‘ 
isis Aid ay Se 
onset Shad. of Chrare huidtucl, At 
An ff,” o a é 
Fa Alectencdlanty “4 wo LLL ee 
:, site ae 5 wv, 

Samuel Slade born about 1770 in North Carolina and Elizabeth 
lade‘s family. 


§ é 
i. William Slade (b) 1799 in South Carolina. (m) Vica Bird 3-9-1829 
in Marion County, Mississippi. 


Marion County Census - August 13, 1850 


Williem Slade 50M Occupation Farming Value of Real Estate 
$1000 
L. J. Slade 4OF 
R. Slade 20F 
jas. Slade 19M 
John Slade 12M ais 
Susan Slade LIF 
M. Slade 8F 
Felix Slade 10F 
2. Mary Slade b. 1806 in South Carolina M. Benjamin Rawls 
: $-10-1818 
3. John Slade b. 1801 in South Carolina 
4, Sarah Slade b. 10-16-1803 South Carolina M. Daniel Grantham 
3-12-1819 
5.*Hezekiah Slade b. 4-14-1864 South Carolina M. Helene Taylor 
2-13-1829 in 
Marion County 
6. Rebecca Slade b. 3-15-1807 S. C. M. John Mixion ‘ 
8-1-1822 in i 
Marion County i 
7. Henry Slade b. 1810 Misa. M. Susan Lott i 
6-27-1832 in iy | 
Marion County 7 
4 
5 


Marion County Census — Aug. 13, 1850 


Henry Slade 40M Occupation farmer ae, ine ahs Sabin 
S. Slade 30F 
A. Slade 16M 
H. Slade iSF 

.» Slade 13M 

. Slade LiM 
William Slade 74 ; 
Jesse Slade 5M 5 
R, Slade : 3F aie | 
F, Slade 1M ar 


Marion County Census 1860 

Beary Slade 50M Value of Real Estate 400 
Value of Personal Estate 450 

Susan Slade 48F Wife 


SEEN FTA ARE A2e See 


Their Children: 


Samuel Slade 23M 
John Slade 20M 
William Slade 17M 
Jesse Siade 15M 
Rebecca Slade 12F 
Franklin Slade 11M 
Daniel Slade 9M 
Susan Slade 7F 
Nancy Slade SF 
Henry Slade 3M 


Absalom Slade (Henry, Samuel) married Margaret Elenda Boone, 
July 14, 1859. 


Their Children: 
Daniel 
Mellis 
Ellen 
Absalom Slade served with «....... Green's Co. 
He was killed in the battle of Vicksburg. Margaret married Asa 
Hartfield. (Ref. Mra. Bertha White, Purvis, Miss.) 


William (Bil1) Slade (Henry, Samuel) married Francis Larry. 
Their Children; 


Willis Slade Never married 

Samuel Slade Never married 
Joho Slade married Lawrence Cole 2-14-1900 
Their Chiidren: 

Elmer 

Eula 

Veron Lee 


7th Miss. Battn. 


b. 9-3+1903 Married Vera Garden. He died 
: 2~6-1972. 
Beulah 
Gary Guy b. 10~6--1908 
in Forrast County. 
Their Children: 
Elmer Gene 


Married Thelma Howard 10-10-1943 


b. 1-6-1935 Married Joyce Swindlerc 
12-21-1957. 
tTheie Children: 
Malcalm Gene b. 12-16-1958 


Wanda Elaine b. 5+21-1961 

Jeffesy Guy b. 7-6-1967 

Laura 2.5 b. 98-1969 

Connie b, 2=G- 1938 Married Royce Ray Walley. 
Hola Kay bs 1-15-1961 d. 8-29-1963 


Ida Sue be. 4-21-1945 
Theix Child: 
Ldgs Lyoa b. 8-4-1970 


Married Lynus Lacy Lott 12-21-1968 


7 
Kermite Edgar b. 6-13-1911 Married Ester Harviston 
in 1945 
Virgel Lavester b. 642-1916 Married Dorothy Howard 


Eva b. 9-3-1920 Never married She lives 
at the old home place of her father. 


Gary has woked for Tatum Lbr. Co. 35 years. (Forestry Division) 


Jim (Laughin Jim) b. 6-6-1882 Married Mattie Mabel 
Their Children: 
Ada Slade b. 12-20-1912 
Eunice Siade b. 3-10-1915 
Lavelle Slade b. 3-30-1920 
Kenneth Slade b. 1-8-1923 
Jimmie Marie b. 6-29-1925 
Lyman Married Velma Folge 
Jay Slade Married Kate Chapman 
Their Children: 
Leslie 
Cecil 
Voncile 
Martha married George W. Burt, 9-22-1887 
Alice born 1~15=1872 married John Whiddon born 12-4=1867. 
Their Children: 
' Clyde Whiddon b. 12-11-1895 Lamar County 
Ettie Whiddon b 9-5-1897 Lamar County 


Eulis Whiddon b. 7-13-1901 Lamar County 
Susie Whiddoa b. 1-29-1906 Lamar County 
Sally married Fate Slade. He wae the grandson of Hezekiah 


. Slade. 


Namie married Jack Belcher. 
Their Child: 
Maggie 


Ref. Marion County Census Records (Mr. Gary Slade) 
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FAMILY GROUP No. Husband's Full Name Arthur Arrington Preingto. a /. 
Add. Infa, on Huste 


a TIBRARY 
OLLECTICONN 


dustand’ Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country 


als 
Birth | 1770-1780 PASCAGOUL 
: : TENEALOGY 


This Inforrnation Obtained From: 
Arrington Family Bible 
Owned by a great-grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Willard 
Jenkins (Estelle 

$rrington), Laurel, MS 
& from Francis Bounds, 


Death |22 Oct 1849 Wayne MS 


Burial 
Places of Residence 


Sport LA Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
Census Records Miceten iis recciae eae nine: : 
His Father Mother’s Maiden Narne 
Milly Ann 


Wife’s Full Maiden Name 


Data Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add, Info. on Wife 


Bicth | ca 1788 * §C 


Death |15 Nov 1850 Wayne MS 


i CompileBetty E. Moreno 

i Address 9005 East 74 Terra 

: City, se eee MO 64133 
Date 10/6/77 


Places of Residence 
ccupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
pts dusbenday dt any: No; At). (2) ete. 


“Her Father Mother’s Maiden Name 


Sex eee rates ai oe Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Childr 
Birth |23 Mar 1809 ze 
Sarah Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* x IDeath 
Burial 


Hc ea as il 


eG 50 a - 


2 
William James "Billy" 


Full Name of Spouse* 


3 

Bzekdel oe 

Adline purial[ 
; 30 K a 


Thomas 
Full Name of Spouse® . 


Tempe Merrell 


5 . 
Burrell - 


Full Name of Spouse*. Dec 1892 Wayne MS 
Cynthia McCarty Old Arrington Cem., Near Beat 4 Schoql 
pe. ee ; ? Dec 1820 
Polly 
Full Name pl spoulee Be Death f 
Burial i 
Fly Birth [17 Feb 1823 
Bashabas "Bash" Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse* Death 14 Dec 1908 Calcasieu Par., LA 
Ira Cooley Burial Hagar Cem., Ragley, LA 
a F Birth 26 Feb 1825 
Milly Ann ; ar. 
Full Name of Spouse® x‘ Death MS 
Littleberry Cooley Burial 
9 Birth [Li July 1829 
\ Elender "Ellen" Mar. 
“| Full Name of Spouse* Death Milam aie 
Middleton Cooley Burial 
10 Birth ceosctle 
are < 


Full Name of Spouse*® Death = 
Burial 


Sie 


Opp Ong Toy 


¥ « Low 
y chart I ze ARR IMSTOM 
Pas 
2 = a aF Isle of Hight, WAS Hash Co., HO > & Sumter Co., AL. 
= aS Milliam of 1F?oo0 VA. 
ei cae Mm. twas the deo James & Jarre Pedder. 
~ 4a Elizabeth Pedint SUIMprover 
ae Hilliam a. Joby fer amir Ar thre Mary Elizabeth Sarah 
. mt. 
Hary Hest# 
Arte Arie Mary deesah d. 1018 Elizabeth James Benjamin 
m. Mary Sanderfur m. Me. Orake m. Benj. Hhitehead ft. m. Joke Orury wm. Hiss Fortis 
Martha Craf ford 

ihlate: Sens of Hilliam I: 1. Carter m. Rhode Arrirgbean 

SS William Jr. migrated 2. Crafford m. Elizabeth Spruill 

= to MerH. Co., HO fk 4a. James Herey om. Mary Blount Spruill 

~ Arthur migrated ta 4. Elizabeth C. ob, 1? 84 om. John Micholsan 

a Hash Co., MO by LPec.) So. Leah m. Arthur Arrington 

suns 6. Martha m. Thomas Arringtan 

O Y. Annom. Alex. Culpepper Cto Mo 

a Bg. Gen. Joseph b. 1Vo 

‘.) i. 
Z Mary Jackson Arrington 

to AL by LaSes 

& pon nnn nnn nnn nnn nn CHILOIREN--~~~-~~~---~~--—~------- +  -- nnn 

lL. Hilliam b. 1815 m. Mary Y. James Mann M. ob. 18eaed. LA 

2 


Temperence b. 181% m. Josiah Seruggs 8. Carter CrawFord b. 18 
3. Joseph b. 1a19 m. Mary Elizs DuBose 49. 
4. Hrrabella m. Frederick FP. 
3. Margaret m. Hiram Blick 
6. Mary Martha Naleina B. 
Ist. John Holms Sherard Mary Jane Buchannar 
énd. Dick Woobern 


a Teo 
a 


ll. Samuel J. b. Pee? m. Mally Smath 
45m. Elizabeth le. Wirginia b. L851 m. John C. Houstarn 
i: 


Anidrew J. 6b. La2c m. 3. Anna Maria b&b. Lass m. 

lst. Helen Amelia Phillips Ist. J. B. Smith 

and. Maggie Bell anc. --~ Sarid 

loe0 om. 10. Edward Emerson b&b. 1826 m. Sr. Charlie Battle 

l4. Mary Eliz. b. 18355 m. LF. Whitehead 
15. Hermey b. Lee 


Ewaris: 


Nartha Crafford was the d’o Carter & Elizabeth iKearriesy3 
Craft Foard. 


Elizabeth Kearney was the grvdau. af Col. Thomas & 


8. Marika 
(Bridger? Kearney. 
Ref: Southside WA Families Vol. II Hary Jackson Arrington was the d“o Hilliam & Ann “Jackson 
tuyy John Bennett Boddie 


Arrington and the wideof James MH. Nicholson. 
Historical Southern Families Vol. III 
buy John Bennett Boddie 
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Milliam wort Bari jamin Flr kare 


Mary Eli 
mM. 
Mari Hest 
| 
Arbre Arwt Mary Jaseph od. 118 Elizaterth 
m. Mary Sanderfur om. Me Oralee om. Benj. Hhitebeed iN m. Jaki Drury 
Martha CrakPored 
“Mate: Sons of William I: 
Millian Jr. migrated 
fo MerH. Goa. AE 
Arthur migrated ta 
Hash Geo. Mo by LP 


iene 
. 


Cartber om. Rhode Arraregkhen 
CrakForec m. Eligabebh Spruill 
James Heri om. Mary Blount Sprui 1 
Elizabeth OC. ob. 1Fe4 om. John Michol sar 
» Leah m. Arthur Alreredevgten 
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Le Millian tb. ILS mm. Mary P. James Mann Me bb. Tee@aed. LA Samuel J. 
2. Tamperernce bb. LAL? m. Jing t 


Joseph ia. Lala om. Mary Eli: 
4. Areabella m. Frederick F. 
Margaret m. Hiram Blicle hele oe oS 
f. Mary Martha Maleine 8. leZt Src. Charl 
lek. Jahn He}. Sher are Mary Jane Euicharinary l4. Mary Eliz. 
end. Dick Menken 


18. Herry bb. ft 


Wairgaria ts 
13. Anna Maria 


lek. J. 6, 


li. 
qgs BL Carter CrawFoard b. Tees m. Elizabeth le. 
1 Csbheassen 3. Aricdren 0. ob. Uae m. 13 
Ev ares let. Halen Amelia Phillips 
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Ma IQ. Edward Emerson tb. Leste om. 


og eta ee. ‘ ty 
Martha CrakFord was cbhea deco Carter 
Crear Pore. 


Elizabeth Kearney was the gredau. a 
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CHote: Sons of William I: 
Milliam Jr. migrated 
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Arthur migrated ta 
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Arrabella om. Frederick PF. 
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ARRINGTON AS. 


PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


"yr. 


James Thom Arrington was born 22 February 1846 in 
Greene County, Alabama, the fourth child of Arthur Arrington 
and Elizabeth Briggs. Father Arthur Arrington had lived in 
Greene County since a teenager, when his family came there 
from North Carolina about 1830. Mother Elizabeth Briggs had 
lived in Greene County probably since birth, or at least her 
earliest years, as her father had been a pioneer settler of 
Greene County and the Briggs family had moved there, also 
from North Carolina, about 1820. Arthur Arrington and 
Elizabeth J. Briggs were married in Greene County on 27 
April 1835.1 They had at least four children in Greene 
County. Their first child was a son, Arthur, followed by 
two daughters, Victoria and Lucy, then James Thom. (There 
was possibly a fifth child, but that information is as yet 
undocumented. ) 


Although I do not have any written documentation to 
substantiate James' middle name, there has never been any 
doubt within the family that his middle name was Thom. One 
explanation has been offered that he was named after family 
friends with the surname Thom in Livingston (Sumter County ) 
Alabama. Whatever the case, he has always been referred to 
as "Jim Tom" or "J.T." in our family. 


The earliest record of James that I have found is the 
1850 federal census for Greene County, Alabama. In this 
census, dated 20 December 1850, James T. Arrington, whose 
age is given as .5, is living with his sisters, Lucy A. (age 
8) and Victoria (age 13), ‘in the household of their 


grandmother, Patsey lL. R. Briggs. According to family 
tradition, Jim Tom's mother died when he was quite young, 
and he was reared by a sister or an aunt. This seems 


consistent with the available records, as one presumes his 
mother, Elizabeth, had died between 1846 and the time of the 
1850 census showing him living with his sisters and 
grandmother. | His father, Arthur, is found in the 1850 
federal census in Clarke County, Mississippi, with oldest 
‘son Arthur (age 12), living in the household of a relative, 
Anthony S. Arrington. Clarke County is near the 
Mississippi-Alabama state line and not far from Greene 


leéreene County marriage records B-113. 


ARRING TUN 


Awe 


PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


County. Although it is not known exactly when and where 
Elizabeth Briggs died (presumably Greene County, Alabama), 
these two 1850 census records lead me to conclude that the 
recently widowed father Arthur left his daughters and baby 
son in the care of their grandmother in Greene County (AL) 
while he and son Arthur, old enough perhaps to work, went to 
stay with relatives in nearby Clarke County (MS) to start 


anew. The grandmother Patsey Briggs, 4 widow, is believed 
to have died in 1852, which would have left Jim Tom twice- 
orphaned at the tender age of about Six. Both of his 
sisters married not long thereafter’, and his’ father 
remarried in 1854.3 The next record I find is the 1860 
federal census. In Clarke County (MS), James Arrington 


(age 14) is living in the household of his father, "As 
Arrington, Senior", along with his father's second wife and 
their rapidly growing new family (three children as of the 
time of that census). One cannot help but wonder what 
effect all of this must have had on young Jim Tom. 


In January 1861, Mississippi became the second state to 
secede from the United States of America. Jim Tom Arrington 
was not quite 15 years old. The instability of his own 
childhood, coupled with the influences of a country at odds 
with itself during his impressionable teenage years, make it 
hard to imagine his thoughts and feelings as he approached 
adulthood. 


According to records in the Mississippi Deparatment of 
Archives and History, Arthur Arrington (Sr.) was attached to 
Co. D, 37th Mississippi Infantry. He appears on a Company 
Muster-In Roll for that organization at Enterprise (MS) on 7 
March 1862. It is assumed that this is Jim Tom's father, 
then just one week from his 46th birthday. Although the 
muster record indicates an enlistment period of "3 years or 
for the war", I have not yet found any record other than 
this muster roll, and it is not known if he actually saw 
service. 


2victoria Arrington married Richard Lee, Greene Co. 1853; 
Lucy Arrington married Dr. Willis Meriwether, Greene Co. 18 
August 1859 (Greene County Marriage Records, Gandrud). 


3arthur Arringtor married Margaret J. Evans, Clarke Co. MS 
1854 (Clarke County Marriage Records). 


4In Greene Co. (AL) I find W. Meriwether and wife LeV. 
(J.7.*s sister Lucy) Meriwether “married within the year". 
I have not traced the sister Victoria. 
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Martha Slay was born 30 October 1854, probably in Wayne 
County, Mississippi, the first child of Reverend Carney Slay 
and Elisabeth Shoemaker. Wayne County is on the Mississippi 
state line, immediately adjacent to Choctaw County, Alabama, 
where the Shoemaker family lived. Rev. Carney Slay was a 
widower with several grown children when Elisabeth Shoemaker 
married him. ~ do not have the date and place of their 
marriage, but Elisabeth Shoemaker was 30 years old when her 
first child, Martha, was born. Martha was probably named 
after Elisabeth's mother, Martha Williams Shoemaker. 


The earliest record I find for Martha Slay is the 1860 


federal census for Wayne County (MS), in the household of 
Rev. Carney Slay, a Baptist minister. The household 
includes . Rev. Slay's two youngest sons by his first 


marriage: Alfred (age 14) and James (age 12). Elisabeth 
Shoemaker and Carney Slay have four children: Martha (age 
6), Ann (age 4), Samuel (age 2), and Moses (5 months). In 
another instance of duplication within the same census, 
Carney and Elisabeth appear also as head of household to two 
of Rev. Carney's older sons: Nathan (age 23) and Carney (age 
21). Two years after this census Carney and Elisabeth had 
their fifth and last child, Henrietta. 


An account of Martha's early life comes to us in the 
words of her daughter, Exa: 


"My Mother became very learned in my Grandfather's 
days and she looked forward to better things. He kept her 
in a boarding school with one of his church member's family, 
and when he went [to visit] for his last time, he must have 
sensed something. He said to my Grandma, I think I will 
bring Martha (my mother) back with me if she wants to come. 
So he brought her back, and he got sick and died. She was 
not yet in her teens." 


Rev. Slay died in November 1863. Martha Slay was only 
six years old at the onset of the Civil War, and just nine 
years old when her father died. 


RARING TON WO- 
Exa continues: PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 

"The Civil War was nearing the- end. My 

Grandmother [Elisabeth Shoemaker Slay], a widow, heard the 

cannons in Mobile, Alabama. She awakened the children and 

said she thought the war was over. Her two stepsons didn*t 

survive the war. She had had no news of them.© My Grandma 

remained on the farm. Her young son and some slaves carried 

on the work. There were two neighbors on either side, like 

brothers to Grandma Slay. The neighbors came and gathered 

the crop. They came over and did the harvesting and reaping 

for her every year. My Mother and Aunt Ann had to work in 

the fields: hoe and chop and pick cotton, etc., but not 

plow. She (Martha) said everyone at church on Sundays would 

ask them how they kept so fair and lily-white arms and 

hands, as most gals who worked on farms looked burned up and 

rough. Mama said she and Ann soaked rags in buttermilk and 

wrapped their arms and wore gloves to work in, washed their 

face in buttermilk at night and rubbed cucumber peelings on 

their arms and hands and face. 


"So after a few years my Mother and Ann went up to 
Stonewall [Clarke County] Mississippi, near Meridian, on the 
Mobile & Ohio R.R., and went to work in a cotton mill. 
There my Mother [Martha Slay] met my Father [James Thom 
Arrington]. / 


"My Grandmother didn't approve of him. He ran 
away and went to the war and his education was never 
finished, not even high school. He was fiery in temper and 
nerve-wrecked from fighting the war. [He was] a Reb, had 
gone through the Civil War fighting to keep slavery, and was 
considered a smart and know-all "cookie". [He was] a 'dead 
game' sport. He had a goatee, wore white pants and black 
patent leather shoes, and clog danced. [He] called for the 
square dances for miles around. He was worldly and my 
Mother, being a Preacher's daughter, was unsuited for his 
wife. But nothing prevented them, [and so] they were 
married." 


6Nathan Slay (m=Lucy Shoemaker) died May 1864; Thomas Slay 
died 6 May 1864 at Battle of Wilderness Run. A Genealogy of 


the Slay Family in America, J. Bradley Jeffreys with James 
H. Hines. 


7gJames Arrington "works in factory" according to the 1870 
federal census, Clarke Co. MS. 
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James T. Arrington and Martha Slay were married July 
1870 in Clarke County, Mississippi. Jim Tom was 24 years 
old; "Mat" was not yet 16. After they married Martha's 
mother returned to Choctaw County, Alabama, where she had 
grown up and where "Grandma's folks had owned great tracts 
of timber land, and her ‘youngest son lived with her." 
Apparently J.T. and Mat moved there also. Again their 
history comes to us through Exa's stories: 


"The first years were the hardest. My Father set 
up farming. [Martha] knew she wouldn't have much and would 
content herself scrimping and saving. They lived a long 
ways from a town, and about twice a year my Father drove to 
a town with a load of baled cotton. It took all the money 
to operate the farm. The first two babies died, and she had 
five children [Carney, Arthur, Annie, Jimmie, Trudy] before 
she ever got a clock; she would go outside and look at the 
sun to tell the time. 


"My Mother saved up enough to buy a clock while 
the fifth living child was a baby. I was born three years 
later in the room where that clock donged out the hours and 
the half hours from the mantel over a fireplace that had a 
stick and mud chimney. My Father would wind it every eight 
days. It had a little container of oil that sat inside 
below the pendant and was self-oiling." 


The first baby, a daughter named Betty, was born 1 
December 1871. William Carney (named after Martha's father, 
the Rev. Carney Slay) was born 1 December 1873. Then on 1 
May 1874, little Betty died. She is buried at Spring Bank 
Baptist Church cemetery in Silas, Alabama, next to her 
mother's grandparents: Moses Shoemaker and Martha Williams 
Shoemaker. The next child, in 1876, was Samuel Arthur 
(named Arthur after J.T.'s father and Samuel for Martha's 
brother, Sam Slay). According to Exa's notes, one baby girl 
died at birth, and probably this was the next child, around 
1878. 


The 1880 federal census for Choctaw County (AL), dated 
18 June 1880, lists James T. Arrington (then age 34) as a 
farmer; his wife Martha (age 25); and 2 sons: William C. 
(age 6) and Samuel A. (age 3). Presumably after this 
census, about 1880-81, the next girl, Annie (named for 
Martha's sister, Ann Slay), was born. Three more girls were 
next: Jimmie Lavinia in 1883; Martha Gertrude (Trudy) in 
1885; and Exa Henrietta (named for Martha's sister Henrietta 
Slay) in 1888. 
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The 1890 federal census was almost completely destroyed _, 
in 1921 by a fire in the basement of the Commerce Department 6 


building, so that record is not available to Us- But wet 5 
: ; m ie 
have more details than any census record could ever provide 4 4 


thanks to Exa's version of What One Little Girl Remembers: pee 

aed 

In telling of the birth in 1891 of her little baby® o) 

brother Moses Slay (named for Martha's brother, Moses Slay),4 2 
she recalls their "little farm in Alabama". Due 
a 


"tn this home was My father and mother, two elder 
prothers and three elder sisters. I was the fourth girl and 
the baby, three-and-a-half years old. 


"The home was known as 4 ‘double pen house' ~- two 
rooms: one large, one small, on each side of an open hall, a 
long walk extending from the back porch to 4 kitchen away 
from the rest of the-house. LI remember this place as being 
so clean and neat, white linen fringed scarfs on the backs 
of the porch rockers and the porch floor was scrubbed almost 
white, a foot mat placed at the foot of the steps, and there 
was a big yellow dog called "nero". There was a4 flower yard 
and a picket fence and a long space outside the front gate 
that was always swept clean, 4 huge woodpile of what we 
called ‘lighter knots’ and a chopping block and ax .--- long 
corn fields sweeping down both sides of the road." 


Exa tells other stories of her childhood memories from 
Silas (Choctaw County) Alabama: 


"The site where Grandma lived...is just 4 few 
hundred yards from the home my uncle lived in and when we 
were little children we always liked to walk over there and 
find little pieces of china and dishes. We called it ‘Old 
Dishy Field’. 


"Just before Wwe left Alabama, there was what was 
called a protracted meeting being conducted. My 19-year-old 
brother [Arthur] and 14-year-old sister [Annie] surrendered 
to the preacher's pleading to come to be saved, and my 
mother began to cCry- I had a 'spasm'. I had never seen her 
cry, and my Daddy patted me and said she was happy- Z 
always whispered out loud in a husky voice, and I said, 1 
laugh when T am happy. And he told me to be quiet. I was 
never so glad of anything as I was when those people began 
to file out of church and went to eat. They had eating all 
day and preaching on the ground. My brother had told me 
there was more food than God had little acres. Tin dishpans 
full of chicken pie and all kinds of pies and big yellow 
stirred cakes, MY daddy called them. My mother told him all 
cakes were stirred, and he sard,; “Oh, YoU know what I mean, 


e 
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when you dump them in the pan and don't stack them up with 
jelly in-between.' So my dad got me a hunk of stirred cake. 
The dinners were all spread on oilcloths right down on the 
ground. I was afraid of all the animals tied to trees. You 
never saw so many mules, horses and oxen, anything from a 
cart to a fringed carriage. But mostly green wagons and red 


letters on them, and smelled like axle grease. I could not 
enjoy eating, the animal poots smelled so bad. A horsefly 
bit me. 


"There was a big river called [the Tombigbee], but 
I [only] learned the name of it when we [later] moved to 
Chicora. Well, that was the river they baptised in and I 
told my teacher my big brother and sister was baptised in 
the River of Jordan. My mother was a Baptist preacher's 
daughter and a well-informed Bible student, and she said 
Christ was baptised in the River Jordan. I always thought 
she knew Jesus personally, she told us so much He said and 


did. She never told us a lie and we thought her word was 
law and gospel." 


In 1895 the Arrington family moved from Silas (AL) to 
Chicora in Wayne County, MS. Exa tells us about the trip: 


"When I was seven years old my Father moved to 
Mississippi to follow sawmill work and get us six children 
in school. My eldest brother [Carney] had moved on after he 
was of age and did not ever live at home anymore. 


"We hailed from Alabama but nq banjo on our knee. 
It was in the Year of our Lord, 1895, during the worst 
freeze in the Gay 90's, in February, when we pulled out of 
the red hills of Alabama. It was probably the coldest day 
in history for the Deep South. I shall never forget when 
Mr. Peel drove his double mule team up to our door and 
loaded our belongings. The house furnishing was heaped high 
with a space left at the rear with a quilt folded up at the 
top to form a tent and we four girls -- ages 14, 12, 10, 7 
{[Annie, Jimmie, Trudy, and Exa] -- sat back there. My 
mother rode up on the driver's seat with the hired driver, 
holding our 3-1/2 year old brother [Slay]. The driver's son 
and my brother, age 19 [Arthur], walked and took turns 
riding the horse driving our cow Smut -~- so called as she 
was black all over and sleek as a beaver. Gentle with sad 
eyes. We all loved her dearly. We had slipped Kittytom, 


our cat, under our tent. Kittytom was more than our little 
brother could say and he called him Kitom. Our dog Nero 
walked with the cow. We stopped at a relative's home to 


warm up and let the sun get up a little higher; they had a 
lovely home amid a large surrounding acreage and a stile 
over the front fence, and I almost ran my legs off running 
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up and down those steps -- about ten steps up ones an 

ten down the other side. I was almost spanked for not 
coming in for a warm drink and a piece of buttered bread. I 
was warmed up plenty after running up and over those steps 
about a dozen times. We children were always handed a piece 
of either jam or buttered bread; I never heard of a 
sandwich. 


"We traveled till noon that cold February day; it 
was so cold the mules crossed creeks without the ice 
breaking through. We stopped by the roadside to have lunch 
my mother had prepared. Our driver, Mr. Peel, set fire to a 


turpentine box -~-- all the longleaf yellow pine trees had 
boxes chipped in one side for turpentine. We all got warm 
and thawed out. The two mules were thirsty as all the 
branches was frozen over hard and the ice did not break when 
we drove over it. The early afternoon it was a little 
warmer and we came to a swiftly flowing creek and the mules 
and horse, cow, dog and cat filled up. We had a cedar 


bucket and tin dipper with a long stick handle on it and we 
cracked the thin ice that kept freezing over our water to 
get us a drink of water. 


"We had traveled all day by mules and wagon. We 
got into Chicora shortly after dark. It had the appearance 
of a ghost town, everyone indoors due to the cold. We sawa 
huge mound of big red fire shaped like a pyramid. I later 
learned it was a slab fire at the sawmill where a chain 
conveyed the slabs from the mill out to the pit which was 
continuous fire for the seven years we lived there. We 
drove up outside the boiler room. A man was shoveling coal 
into the boiler and the big red fire in there looked so warm 
and inviting on a cold, icy night like this one. We stopped 
and a man firing the boiler, throwing in great slabs of bark 
that had been sliced off of the timbers by the sawyers, 
directed us to our cousin's house where my daddy was 
boarding. We drew up in front and our driver hollered 
"Hello in there' in a loud voice. The smoke was boiling out 
of a chimney, and the cold wind was whipping, at first one 
direction and another, and our driver said that was a sign 


the weather was changing. A door opened and I heard my 
daddy say, ‘That's my folks, as sure as the devil.' He was 
overjoyed to see us. He was on the verge of crying, and he 


said he had been listening to the girls playing the organ 
and singing church songs. 


"The next day we moved into a house near my 
cousins and it was decided we get right into school for the 
remaining 3-1/2 months left, and this is where I met the 
nastiest and worst children I ever knew in my life. The 
school house was small, all one room, and stood’ by the mill 
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pond in the back section of the town. A huge heater stood epee ER 
in the center of the building near the big stage where a GENEALOGY COLLIENON 
French Professor sat there on a shelf beside the wall up | 

front with a cedar bucket of water and one dipper, a long 
wood-handled tin dipper for all. There was a continuous 
stream of little boys going up for a drink of water and 
casting an eye along the front row of little girls, first 
graders, who had no desk, just sat on the front bench. None 
wore pants. The boys would write the four-letter word on 
their slates and hold it up for the big girls to read. When 
they saw Professor coming, they would spit on the slate and 
rub it off with their elbows. All those little darn rotten 
school youngens would be all cleaned up and well behaved at 
Sunday School every Sunday morning and sing from hymm books 
and have a look on their face and sad eyes as if they were 
about to ascend into Heaven. It was most certainly a Mr. 
Hyde Sunday School and a Dr. Jekel school. I often wondered 
if those children went on through life with a dual 


personality. 


"All the children wore little jackets made of 
cotton material and [short/shirt] sleeves. They had colds 
and rubbed their noses on their cuffs, and they looked like 
sugar glazed buns. One day I had a cold and my mother gave 
me one of Daddy's handkerchiefs. The children made fun of 
it so I folded it and placed it in back of my Geography and 
used my sleeve for the rest of the day. And it did come in 
handy when I got home. My Mother's palm came in just as 
handy, and I had to wash that sleeve of my dress -- dry and 
press it for school the next morning. . With four girls in 
school it took lots of little dresses, so we were made to 
change dresses and into play clothes as soon as we came in 
from school each afternoon. 


"The name of this little Mississippi sawmill town 


[Chicora] was called ‘Little Chicago’. I wondered why. 
There was not a substantial building in town -- all [were] 
constructed of lumber. The only two-story buildings were 
the mill owner's and our house. The mill owner's adult 
families only came down in the summers bringing guests to 
get an eye full of Mississippi and a sawmill. So I learned 
it was so called because of the mixture of people -- they 


were from many states of the Union and out of the USA. 
There was not a skilled man in those parts. Most likely you 
would always get the same answer if you asked any young man 
what he did over at the mill; he would say he graded lumber. 
A lumber grader got very low pay. When the boiler blew up, 
a bunch of Yankees came down to do the job over. There was 
not a hotel in town. The railroad hotel was about the best 
place to stay, but it was situated by the railroad track 
with log trains going and coming from daylight till after 


ARAINGTON = =—3-F- 


dark, and it was on a low place or bayou called a ‘mayhaw' z 
pond and the frogs kept up a merry concert all night. My 2 
Dad was a Rebel but the Yankees [workers] would come ove® D 
and beg my Mother to let them stay at our place. She onl¥ = 
had the four upstairs rooms to let. The four downstairs; © 
bedrooms were used by the family and the schoolteacher and »: 
his wife. We had to keep the teachers or we had no school 43 6 
The private boarding houses were overrun with bedbugs and} % 
cheap people. ara 
m % 
"My Mother ran a dining room. It went clear 
across our house under two big bedrooms and a wide hall. So 
she said she would give the Yanks meals. My Dad said he was 
not in favor of feeding those Bluebellys, he called them. 
She did not go to any trouble feeding them such foods as 


they had in the North: rhubarb pie, steak and potatoes and 


yeast bread. They ate the vegetables from our garden and 
loved the big homemade pound cakes and big fat hens and 
dumplings. My Dad had the most beautiful garden and 
watermelon patches in Mississippi, and peach trees. Also 


{he] raised his honey and pork, chicken and eggs and pecan 
grove. When the job was finished, they left by telling my 
Mother they enjoyed the grand meals and _= substantial 
breakfasts and my Mother would say, those poor working 
devils have to have something to stick to their ribs, they 
wouldn't last on a cut breakfast. i 


"My mother took in a few boarders that worked at 
the mill. There was one man and his wife among them, and 
she made my little 3-1/2 year old brother his first pants -- 
he was still in skirts and blouses the little boys all wore 
a way back then. They didn't wear any drawers under their 
skirts. But we girls didn't dare go without drawers. They 
were little shorts. Some had lace or cotton embroidery 
edging on them, home-made, six buttonholes on the bands that 
buttoned onto a drawers bodice. My mother sat up late at 
night to work all those buttonholes. She would give our 
neighbor milk and butter when we milked old Smut and 
churned, in exchange for working buttonholes. 


"I loved the Sunday mornings at our house. On 
Sundays my Dad wore a white shirt and smoked a cigar. I 
loved him on Sundays. Through the week he looked seedy and 
chewed tobacco, and spat in the fire. I hated that. My 
Mother was very neat and grumbled about the nasty ambeer she 
had to clean up around the hearth. He got a box and filled 
it with white sand and spat in that. She said that was 
worse -- just go on spitting in the fire. But on Sunday my 
Dad would be dressed in his white shirt, smoking a cigar, 
and hear our Sunday School lessons. He would take my little 
folder and say, Jack, what's the golden text? His pet name 
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for me was Jack. I would study hard so I could always 
answer him correctly. He would push back his mustache, 
removing the cigar, and say, give me a kiss. And he would 
Say, your Mother wouldn't kiss me, she hates Cigars. But I 
thought he got a bargain to get six morning kisses and one 
cigar a week. 


"The sawmill store where we lived was called 
Turnersville. He owned the store and the houses -- a little 
community before the Damn Yankees came in and bought a large 
tract of timber, pitched up a sawmill and built houses. 
They had dammed up the creek and made a pond to unload the 


logs in, and built a railroad. The rails was much closer 
together than a regular railroad. And the engines were 
called [dummys] -- small, and the smokestack widened out at 
the top like a loudspeaker. It went "woo---------- oar 
lonesome sounding, and pam-pam, rattled. It carried 


skeleton cars to load the logs on. A crew was hired to cut 
timbers miles away in the woods. There was lots of work of 
all kinds, and did it bring a host of hoodlums in. People 
of all classes, both skilled and unskilled laborers, and 
office crews, and two company doctors. The mill ponds were 
stagnated and lots of mosquitos was there on the pond, and 
some people died of malaria. Big net mosquito bars were 
used over beds, and the people burned rags and smothered the 
flame to smoke the mosquitos away. People were glad to see 
frost. The malaria ceased through the winter. We all got 
the malaria fever. I had a chill, and I used to have high 
fever and [be] wakeful, and I heard our Old clock go tick- 
tick and bong out the hour like striking’ a piece of steel on 
iron pipe. I lay awake counting the strokes and would be so 
glad when daylight came. I was being filled full of quinine 
capsules my Mother filled. She had the quinine on the 
bottom of a dinner plate upturned and would open those 
little flutey capsules, pack all that would go in them, just 
dipping them up and down in the stuff until they would hold 
no more. It took me years to forget those chills and fever 
every time that clock struck. 


"We lived there at that sawmill town until the 
timbers were cut out and the train crew and loggers all 
left. The pond was full of logs to be sawed -- made into 
lumber, but common labor was not needed and our boarders 
most all left and went to a big sawmill town where two mills 
ran day and night. I guess we followed them and my Mother 
Still kept boarders and gave meals to others she had no 
rooms for. When we moved from one house to a better house, 
my Mother rode with that clock in her lap. Everthing else 
was hauled by a big wagon drawn by two big draft horses, and 
while my Mother directed the unloading: and placing of 
things, my Dad was glued to the spot in front of the 
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fireplace leveling that clock and setting it by his pocket 


watch he wore with a breast chain across his vest. That 
clock never failed us. I went to school by that clock and 
to church for Sunday School and was never late. Ov 


boarders would all watch the old clock to see when it we 
bed time. It told us all when to go to bed, when to eat, 
when to get up, when to take a pill, when to catch a train. 
The mill whistles were right on the dot with our clock." 


The 1900 federal census for Wayne County (MS), dated 19 
June 1900, yields many details. James Arrington, then age 
54, is head of household. His occupation is listed "runs 
rip saw". His wife Martha is then age 45. They have been 
married 29 years, had nine children, seven of whom are 
living. Living in the household with them are son Arthur 
(age 23), whose occupation is listed as [Fireman at mill]; 
daughter Jimmie (age 17); daughter Trudy, (age 14); daughter 
Exa (age 12) “at school"; and son Slay (age 8) “at school". 
(According to the Wayne County marriage records Annie 
"Arington' on 28 May 1895 married Alexander 'Grayham'.) As 
always, there were boarders: Sidney {Smith], wife Cora, and 
their 3-year-old daughter Jimmie L. (named after Aunt 
Jimmie?). Interestingly, another boarder is Chestnut McCaa, 
a 26-year-old single man. Three other boarders are listed. 


"I was thirteen when we left Chicora; we left 
there in 1901 and moved to Hattiesburg." Exa's "census" 
continues: 


"Our two brothers at home were the eldest [Arthu: 
and the youngest [Slay] of the family, ‘us three girls 
(Jimmie, Trudy, Exa] sandwiched them. My eldest sister 
{(Annie] had married. My eldest brother went to another town 
to work." 


Jimmie Lavinia Arrington married William W. Maund, 26 
December 1901, in Hattieburg. Martha Gertrude (Trudy) 
married James Chestnut McCaa (about 1903). Exa Henrietta 
Arrington married Edgar A. Windham in September of 1906. 


"We all married and left, and the old clock was 
the last living thing in the home with my parents. It just 
became a part of the family. My Dad would wake up missing 
his children. He would’say, Wake up, Martha, the clock says 
it's time to get up. On Sundays my Dad would go in from the 
kitchen and look at the clock and say to my Mother, it's 
time for Sunday School and the clock says go." 


An early City Directory for Hattiesburg, in 1909, and 
the 1910 federal census for Forrest County provide the 
following details: J.T. (age 64) and Martha (age 53) 
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Arrington are listed as residing at 419 Mabel Street. They 
have been married for 39 years, had nine children, and six 
are living. (Annie Arrington Graham died in childbirth 
about 1908-09.) J.T.'s occupation is furniture repairer. 
At the same address is Slay Arrington, a student in the 1909 
City Directory, and inthe 1910 census (at age 18), a 
"machinist" in "box Factory". Also residing at 419 Mabel 
are Edgar A. Windham and wife Exa, along with their 
daughter, Doris Windham, 2 years old. They have been 
married three years. Ed Windham is a lumber buyer. 


James C. and Martha Gertude McCaa reside at 315 Miller 
Street. His occupation is "millwright" in the Directory, 
and "labor" at "sawmill" in the census. In the 1910 census 
(dated 27 April 1910), he is age 36, she 24, and they have 
been married seven years with one child, Dorothy, age 4. 
[Trudy Arrington McCaa died in September 1910. Exa's 
husband Ed Windham died in November 1910. ] 


In 1910, William W. Mauna is 35 years of age and 


occupation is jeweler in store. His wife, Jimmie, is 27 
years of age; they have been married eight years. Daughter 
Mable is seven years old. A. Graham is listed as 


"collector" POR JS lic Heidelberg "beds" at 719 Main Street. 
(A later reference shows S.L. Heidelberg Furniture and House 
Furnishings at 522-526 Main Street.) 


A later City Directory, in 1918, lists James T. and 
Martha Arrington residing at 122 E. 6th Street. He is 
employed as a “painter” by Hattiesburg. Coca Cola Bottling 
Company. At the same address is M. Slay Arrington, employed 
as a cashier at Hattieburg Coca-Cola Bottling Company, and 
his wife Eulalia. 


In the same Directory, William c. [Carney] Arrington, 
employed by J.J. Newman Lumber Company, resides with wife 
Alice (Jessie Davis) at 1318 Main Street. William W. Maund 
is listed as’ a watchmaker employed by R. EB. Rollings, and he 
and wife Jimmie reside at 1319 Main Street. James Brophy 
and wife Exa A. live at 617 Court Street. He is a machinist 
for the Mississippi Central Railroad. 


J.T. Arrington died 10 December 1919. 


"My Father became ill. The doctors said he had 
enlargement of the heart. He could not work or do anything 
much, He grew steadily worse until the end came. All the 
living children were there. Two of my sisters had died 
before him [Annie, Trudy]. The night seemed so long. The 
doctor had gone and said he may live till the dawn. That 
clock ticked so slow and waS so death-like, waiting, 
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waiting. My Father woke up and seemed he was just well for 
a few minutes, most of an hour, and the first thing he said, 
What time is it, he spoke to me. He kissed my baby [Ed, 
born May 1919], said take care of him, that he was a fine 
boy. He drank his coffee and went to sleep, never to awaken 
again. 


"My Mother lived on for seven years. She became 
ill and died quickly ina hospital with complications. She 
died November, 1926, on Thanksgiving Night at South 
Mississippi Infirmary, Hattiesburg.” 


James Thom and Martha Slay Arrington are buried in 
Hattiesburg, MS, as are their seven children. 
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"Our driver, Mr. Peel, set fire to a turpentine box -~- 
all the longleaf yellow pine trees had boxes chipped in 


one side for turpentine." 


— pe 


i ve ; 
v 


\\ Ve : 
\\\ Wah Bae 
Ae 


ae 
M7 


ly 


Pasa 
i 


aoe 
SS 
a 
© ee CS ee, 
‘ pel aa 
“\e =a * 
ee eotk ted oS 
.¢ ey) : 
> 


ss 
L 


7 a 
es 


Ps ee a 
. 
4 
pes ike 
ve we By. 
* as 
v 
Q 
yk 
~y.S f . 
eS i! 
°, ' ‘| 
LV iY 
= it Hy 
‘oe, 8 
b as x / 4 
: 
WY 
un oy : 
. LA N 
J * ‘ 
ci ene A 
a 
AD Ae ti 
> 
5 KS, S 
: 


ee 


ALK) UNA 
RA Sat 
i ae (ae mn its Ale 


ONCE METAL OR CLAY CUPS LIKE THIS COULD BE SEEN ATTACHED TO 


LARGE SECTIONS OF TREES. Sap tapped from pine trees and collected in cups is 
used to make turpentine and other products. Sap can also be extracted from 
ground wood. Products and industries related to lumbering helped develop a 


variety of occupations in Hattiesburg. 
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"They had dammed up the creek and made a pond to unload the logs 
in, and built a railroad. The rails was much closer together 
than a regular railroad. And the engines were called [dummys] —- 
small, and the smokestack widened out at the top like a 
loudspeaker. It went 'woo---~-----~ ", lonesome sounding, and 
pam-pam, rattled. It carried skeleton cars to load the logs 


on...miles away in the woods." 


DONKEY ENGINES LIKE THIS WERE THE WORKHORSE OF EARLY 
LOGGING CAMPS. They transported logs from camps to mills on narrow gauge 
tracks called'dummy lines’ This train’s cab is made of wood. 


